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A Very Special Christmas in Milton
- Contribution by the Church Adult
& Youth Choirsl!

On a very ordinary day in December, as one
of the Choir servants was scrolling through
social media, they noticed a request for a choir
on the popular Facebook group “Milton Talk”
to support a local campaign. With the service
being stalled for an entire year as a result of the
pandemic, this sounded like a great opportunity
for the church choir to support in whatever
capacity they could. The choir began preparing
to support this; however, those plans did not
materialize, and things fell apart.

o Then....something
e e ks D Cla L NI DDENE UL A
i st st it servant responded
e e wWith™ a-commeént e

about sharing some Christmas love @ ,thank you SOCi a I m ed ia tO see

so much from the tenants of Court st niz

whether there was
any interest for the
choir tocome around
neighborhoods
in Milton to sing
Christmas carols.
The response of
the community was
overwhelming, with
over 250 comments
and requests! That’s when the choir servants
decided to roll their sleeves and re-plan again!
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ltwasreallydifficult todecidewhichneighborhoods
to go to, but through lots of prayers, teamwork
and guidance, the Choir was eventually led to two
different areas over the span of 4 days. One of the
greatest blessings was visiting the senior home in
the community and participating with the “Lighting
up Allendale” team. They were also blessed by
visiting neighborhoods with children with special
needs and others who were unwell in their homes,
helping bring joy and lighten their hearts through
Christmascarolsinthe comfort of their own homes.

Serving the community was an extraordinary
experience which words cannot express. It has
allowed many of us to see how people during the
pandemic were in very desperate need to feel
the spirit of the season.

T Generally, the results of a

lot tonight ?

service take time to come
to fruition. However, this
service was drastically
N different! Cars were
beeping, people were
cheering, some donating, others bringing their
portable chairs to join the carols. It was truly an
indescribable experience!

Both the youth and adult choir were very blessed
and thankful to contribute their time for this effort.
We are hopeful that this will become an annual
event for SGSA to help give back to the community.

[~ \ Raj Bhatt
“hristmas carols
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Thank you to all our volunteers!

There have been anumber of notable updates
relative to the Church’s operations, all thanks to
the many volunteers that we have serving behind
the scenes!

Pandemic protocols

Through the grace of God, the church has been
successful at the implementation of a robust
system in compliance with the Region of Halton
guidelines for protecting parishioners, including
an electronic booking and contact tracing system,
effective screenings, cleaning and sanitization
protocols, and streaming services. This was
evident and recognized by Halton Police during
a random inspection back in early December. A
great testament to the level of commitment and
dedication to people’s safety by all our volunteers.
Thank you!

Support to other churches

When the Toronto and Peel regions went into
lockdown, SGSA was blessed to play a role in
supporting parishioners from other churches
during a time of critical need, including the
hosting of baptisms and funerals. We thank the
many servants who were able to respond with no
hesitation to support these urgent needsinatimely
manner.
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Thank you to all our volunteers!

Snow Removal

While our operations this winter are nowhere
close to what they usually are, the church was able
to save over $40,000 in seasonal snow removal at
both of its facilities. This was made possible as a
result of the love of our church community, with a
group of congregation members coming together
and volunteering their time to take on the task of
snow removal services. May God reward them for
their contributions and heartfelt efforts!

Chapel Renovations

As a result of a need to repair the ceiling at St.
Anthony and St. Moses’ chapel, the church began
some necessary renovations to replace the ceiling,
while taking the opportunity to introduce LED
lighting and modifying the design to give the ‘spirit’
of a chapel. With some of the contributions from
our congregation members, it’s definitely starting
to take shape!
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Lockdowns - Redefined!

The lockdowns have had an impact on many
of us, young and old. Yet, from some of our youth,
they’ve been able to make incredible use of the
time, finding ways to stay busy, discovering and
enhancing some of their God-given talents. Well
done!

Makrina —

mastering
her art...and
sushi!

Karl ‘s amazing
photography of
. nature!

- | Mark’s artwork Thomas’

being used for signature
the Service! scallop,
mussels

‘ & shrimp

Despina’s trio!

“Macarona” — made
to perfection!

Catherine’s Chicken
Parmesan! Yum!

Demi’s
amazing
| Chicken
Chow

Bino & Daniel —

Using their engineering

skills to retrofit and

upgrade their new

motorcycle.

Watch out if you're on the
| road!
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Project Update

Despite some of the logistical delays resulting
from the recent lockdowns, the New Church
Project continues to progress on multiple
fronts:

e Ongoing consultations with the Town of
Milton and the Region of Halton relative
to the future widening of Steeles Avenue
and its impacts

e Engagement with Conservation Halton on
elevation grading requirements to meet
flood prevention requirements

e Significant completion of multiple
engineering studies by various
consultants

e Cost assessment studies on construction
phasing approaches

e Early engagement of potential general
contractors for construction feasibility
studies
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Site Studies —T — Schedule = o

¥ Urban Brief ¥ Waste Management A A Qu A

C O N T E N TS Detailed Full Master Design
¥ Floor Plans ¥ Noise Impact Design RFP Site Plan Award

Submission

v Geotechnical v Photometric

* Subject to completion of consultancy efforts

Christmas in
Milton

. Congratulations on raising all the funds
Church Operations needed for the detailed design phase!

Lockdowns - Thank you for all your prayers and
Redefined! contributions

Nevy Church We now shift our efforts towards the funds needed to
Project Update support construction.

Next steps:

e Completion of the civil engineering package for
submission to the Town of Milton

e Launching the Request for Proposal (RFP) to
commence detailed design

e Raising an estimated $750K by the end of
June 2021. This will go towards supporting the
selection and award of the ground excavation
contracts.

b
% More details around the fundraising efforts and how
§ you can contribute will be forthcoming over the next

LG several weeks.
“rop, onth®
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— Consultants —
(1) cRoniR
Michael Ghaly Architect
SLR®
Torontolnspection
MIGHTON
ENGINEERING
< paradiom
L’,,." PragmaTech
A— WAStE SOlUtIONS
— — Site Studies — Schedule = o
¥ Elevations ¥ Transportation Feb March April May June July
¥ Urban Brief v Waste Management A A Qu A
Detailed Full Master Design
¥ Floor Plans ¥ Noise Impact Design RFP Site Plan Award
Submission
v Geotechnical v Photometric

* Subject to completion of consultancy efforts
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